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Linem and Cotton Broad-Ware WEAVERS 


AP OLOGY, & 


KEX4LMIG HTY Providence: having: pee 
a) A §*® Man with. innumerable Infirmities, but at 


*the fame Time given hima fupernatural. 
area Aid. above all other Animal Beings by mak- 


ing him a,rational, intelligent, and moral Agent, — 


whereby he is capable in a great Meafure to, fupply 
thefe-Defects.he was born into the World with, and 


without which Helps he would be the moft. miferable. 
‘of. the whole. Creation.. 


Tvs it hath been their Wifdom and Policy toform 
themfelves.into Nations, Communities, and Societies, 
not only for the Prefervation of each other, but for 
the reciprocal Good. of the Whole. And as it was. 
found neceffary. to fet on foot and. eftablifly feveral.Arts 
and Sciences, without which they. could not have long, 
fubfifted ; thefe again thought proper to fub-divide 
themfelves into different Claffes, according to the dif-. _ 
ferent. Trades or. Qccupations they followed, amongft. 
which there is none more neceffary forthe Prefervation _ 
of the human Species than that of Weaving, if we con- 
fider. it.in all its different Forms and Ufes; for by — 
it we are.not only preferved from the Inclemency of the _ 
Weather, but our Bodies ornamented and decorated in. 

Ne ae _fuch 


: fore Sales we of the whole’ Creation. “But‘as there _ 
_ is a great many different Branches of Weaving, moft; 
if not all, of which are effentially neceffary to human 
Being, I fhall.at this Time confine myfelf to that of 
Linen and Cotton broad Waté Weaving, the Utility 
of which equals if not exceeds all others, if we con- 
_ fider the great Ufefulnefs and Confumption of it with | 
_ us at Home, and the:immenfe Quantities that are! ex- 
ported to foreign Parts, by which this Kingdom in — 
- general doth not only reap unfpeakable Benefits, but — 
the Manufacturers of itin particular have acquired, ina — 
- fhort Space of Time; large and opulent Fortunes, fuch © 
as has enabled them to vie with the beft Gentlemen in 
the County. I could fay a great deal with regard to 
‘tthe Manufa@tures of this Branch of Bufinefs, but, as 
-L am not. willing to give Offence to any of them, I fhall 
content myfelf in apologizing a little in Behalf of the 
poor Mechanics, by whofe Labour and Induftry they... 
} aoe found Means to accumulate fuch large, Fortunes. © 


Tr muft be allowed on all ie that the Viehan 
Bice andthe reft of thepoor labouring g People are the moft 
ufeful Members in the whole Community: It is them 

_who are the Strength and Bulwark of the Nation: It 
‘is by them that the Land is cultivated and the Produce 
thereof brought td the Market, not only to fupply the 

Needy and Neceffitous with the common Neceflaries 

of Life, but to feed and pamper the Extravagant and 
Voluptuous; a great many of whom may fairly be faid _ 

_to prey upon the very Vitals of the Poor. Forbyhow — 

-much thefe fall fhort of the common Neceilaries of — 

‘ Life (notwithftanding their hard Labour toyprocure it 
both for them, their Wives, and their little Ones) by 

_/ fo much do the great Oppreffors wantonly prey upon 

~-the Lives of the induftrious Labourer, and innocent 
“Infants, whofe Cries for Bread, though they are not 

- able to affeét the Hearts of the Oppredior, yet they a, 
! | : | Sy ie 


“be aflured that they ey are heard before the Throne o 
- Great Lord Or the Univerfe, who will one Day Se 
~ thei Cri ies upon their tyrannical Oppreffors. 


Ir is by the poor Mechanic’s Ingenuity and rade 
ftry, and the Weavers in particular, that the Commerce — 
of this Nation is upheld: It is owing to their Induftry 
and Labour that the Manufacturers hath acquired im~ 
menfe Riches, purchafed large Eftates, and can live 
with almoft equal Grandeur to a Peer of the Land. 
Yet how fhocking muft the Remembrance be to every — 
impartial Perfon who will but ferioufly reflect that this 
-afeful and neceffary Set of Mechanics, from whofe In- 
duftry and hard Labour fuch immenfe Riches have 
_ been acquired, are at this Day the moft wretched and 
-‘miferable of all Mechanics, I mean fuch of them as 
have no Dependence but their Trade, for there are 
fome who live upon fmall Eftates of ‘their own feft_ 
them by their F orefathers, and others again, tm the 
Country, who farm fmall Eftates, and have learned 
this Branch of Bufinefs, either for a fmall Sum of Mo- 
ney, or afew Months Servitude, purely to employ 
their leifure Time from rural Employ ments : But tuch 
‘as thefe can never be reckoned upon an Average with 

thofe who have nothing but their Trade to  fubat 
themfelves and Families by. Butindeedit may, witha 
ereat dealof ‘Truth, be faid that it is owing to the Con- 
“ductof fuchas thefe, and fome others who have learned 
‘the Trade in the fame Manner, that the poorer fort of 
Checque Weavers who have large | amilies cannot liveas 
all human Creatures ought, inarich, populous, a po- 
lite trading Country. For itis fuch as thefe, who, for 
‘fome Seafons of the Year, have taken Work upon any 
Terms or Wages rather than ftand ftill when they 
could find ‘no ‘Employment either in their Barns or 
‘Fields, and what they thus made a Practice of, others, 
~who had no other Dependance but Weaving, were foon 
obliged to Pay with. There are others who have 
| been 
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ent tothe poor honeft Mecha- | 


nics as thefe, I mean Strangers and Foreigners, who 


have come into the Town and taken Parith Appren- - 


tices out of all Towns round about, purely for the 


Sake of a little Money, fome of them to the Number 
of eight, ten, or twelve a-piece, and as fuch Numbers . 
could not be kept without Employment, and they 

being but Children, and confequently could not per- 
form Work asthey ought, their Mafters were obliged. 


- to take Work for them on fuch Terms as the Employ- 


ers were pleafed to propofe to them; to make Amends 
for which, the poor Children have been as it were fold 
into worfe Slavery, and harder Bondage, than. the Ne- 
groes in our Englifh Plantations in America, fome of 
them have been, through fuch hard Slavery and worfe 
Ufage, rendered fuch fhocking Objects of Commife- 
ration and Charity, as to fotten the Heart even of 


| Tyranny and Oppreffion itfelf, and have thereby for 


ever after commenced either Cripples, Beggars, or 
Paupers, to the no fmall Detriment of the Landed 
Gentlemen. 


* 


Bur it hath been faid by fome Tradefimen in Man- 
chefter, that the Wages are as good now as they were 
forty Years ago. Now Iam a Man upwards of fix- 


ty Years of Age, and have been employed in this. 


BuGinefs for more than forty-five Years, and though 
I am far from encouraging or abetting Combinations, 
Riots or Tumults, to the Difturbance of the Peace, 
or Detriment of the fair Trader, (being the laft Man 
shat ever will be concerned in fuch Praétices) yet I do 
aver, and can prove it toa Demonftration, that W ages. 
are at this Day, near one Third lower than they were 
about Twenty, or Twefity-five Years ago. I fhall 
only inftance, what ‘we call, Common Yard-wide ~ 
‘Checque, which I believe may be reckoned a Standard, 
to Judge of all the Reft by, it being neither the Belt 


nor Wortt fort of Work amongft the Weaving Branch. 
“That fort of Work was fome Twenty or Twenty-five 


Years. 


_ Years fince warped only Eighty 


Years fince warps Eighty Yards, and t 
terials it was then made on, were fo far better, that 
where a Man can now make one Yard, he would then 
’ have made One and an Half; and Wages Two Shil- 
lings at the Piece more then, than they are now, not-— 
withftanding the Piece is now warped from Ejighty-fix 
to Ninety-fix Yards, according toghe different Rules in 
the feveral Warehoufes in Town... Now it is plainfrom 
what hath been faid, that here is at every Piece of 
Checque of this fort 6, 8, 10 or 16 Yards worked for 
nothing, and Two Shillings abated at the Whole, and 
Provifions more than one Third dearer now than they 


were then. 


I covuxp inftance other forts in the weaving Branch, 
fuch as Gownsof feveral forts, and broad Checques, that 
are more than One Third lower in their Wages now 
than they were then. The Reafon why their Prices 
have been thus reduced was owing, as I have fhewed. 
above, to fuch People as had not their whole Depen- 
dance on the Trade, and were willing to Work upon 
any Terms, rather than ftand ftill, when they had no 
other Employment. 


Ir may be proper in this Place to examine what a 
Journeyman Weaver of this Kind of Checque can 
bring Home to his Family of neat Earnings; I thall 
account for it thus, and.appeal to every one who 
knows any Thing at all of Weaving for the Truth of 
what I fhall fay. : : ars 


He muft be a tolerable good Hand that can -work 
Half a Piece of this fort of Checque ina Week, which 
when done, comesto Six Shillings, out of whichhemutft 
pay One Shilling for Pinwinding, and Six Pence for 
Loom-ftanding; and IJ fhall reckon Three Pence per 
- Week throughout the Year for Candle-light, fo there 
Remains for him, of neat Money, Four Shillings and 
Three Pence, for Houfe-Rent, Provifions and all other 
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~ neceffaries for him, his Wife, ‘and perhaps Four or 
Five {mall Children. Now I will ‘leave any one to 
judge how fuch a Familly as this muft live Seven Days, 
upon Four Shillings and Three Pence, even fuppofing 
it all to go for Provifion, and fet Rent, Fire, 
-Cloaths, and, all other neceffaries afide, which will 
make better than Two Shillings of the Money, and 
muft be had fome how or other; and I do affirm that 
there is not one Weaver in Six, the Whole Trade | 
through, that can make Half a Piece of this fort of 
~ Work in ene Week. ' 


I nave feen fuch a Family as this I ani {peaking 
on, (and can bring living Witneffes to teftify it) that 
have lived Four Days out of Seven, upon nothing but 
Water Gruel without ever a Bit of Bread to it; and I 
doubt not but there are Hundreds of Families, who 
have formerly lived in good Repute, have had for 
fome Years paft not much bettey Commons, and when 
Sicknefs, or any other Common Accidents of Life 

_ happens, are with Sorrow conftrained to fly tothe Parith 
for Relief, which hath at prefent raifed the Poor Rates 
to fach an Height, as in fome Degree, to affect even 


the Landholders themfelves. | 


Now I would not be thought, from what I have 
faid, to be an Enemy to Trade and Commerce, being 
very fenfible that it 1s one of the greateit Bleflings this 
Nation ever enjoyed; and I likewife do acknowledge, 
that fuch Gentlemen as have, and now do, launch 
out their Money in Trade,’ do hot only deferve the 
‘Thanks of the Public, but ought to reap the Benefit 
of their Labour, by acquiring moderate Fortunes for 
their Defcendents: But then it muft be allowed on all 
| Hands, that the PoorMechanic, by whofe hard Labour 
and Induftry, the Trade in general is fupported and 
carried on, is, and ought to be entitled by the Laws of 
 Reafon and Equity, not only to comfortable Mainte- 

‘i, nance 
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4 nance, but to ha eitin his Power to lay up fome Trif 


- for the Support of his Family, either in cafeof old et 


- who hath Cornmon Charity to their Fellow-Creatures, 
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Sicknefs, Death, or any other Mortality, to which all 
Men are fubjectto, but I have not only fhewn above, that 
it is at prefent entirely outof their Power foto do, butes | 
very onethatis acquainted with themcanwitnefs,thatche 
greateft Part of them cannot get the Common Necef= 
{aries of Life, without being beholden to the Town 


they belong to, or to their Charitable Neighbours. 
Ts is the Reafon, and it is to be hoped no One, — 


can find fault, that the Linen and Cotton broad 
Wares Weavers, of Manchéffer, and Places adjacent, 
have univerfally agréed to conform to the following 
Rules, and Articles, calculated with no other Intent, 
than if poffible, to retrieve the loft Character of one of 
the beautifulleft Branches of Trade in this Town, and 
to fet it (at leaft) ona Level with other Trades which 
are far inferior to it both for Beauty and Ingenuity. 
This is their Intention, and no other, being determined 
to give no Offence willfully, either to the Law, or to 
any particular Perfon or Perfons whatfoever, but to 
take all the Care that lies in their Power, that their 
Matters be ferved with able, juft, and faithful Workmen. 
And in order that this may be the more effectually done, 
they are determined, for the Future to admit none into 
their Trade but what have ferved a Legal Apprentice- 
fhip of Seven Years, by which Means they will be fure 
to have Workmen, who underftand’their Bufinefs and. 
can do their Work without botching, or fpoiling of its 
and they are likewife determined for the Futuretoadmit — 
none into their Branch of Bufinefs who fhall be found — 
ftealing, embezzling or purloining any Part of the © 
Goods, or Mattrials to make Goods on, committed to — 
their Care, as will appearby the following Articles,which — 
they in the moft humble Manner fabmit to the candid — 
Confideration of the Gentlemen Manufacturers of Man- 
chefter, and all other charitable Gentlemen who with well | 
| Be i: to 
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ee ee Fellow-Creatures, Tee they will oferlook Md 
‘and pardon any Thing that they may think amifs, ei. 
_ ther in thefe or the following Pages: And they do once 
more take upon them to affirm, that they have no other : 
Intention but the reciprocal Good both of their Mafters ~ 
and themfelves, and that their fix’d Refolutionis to be- 
have as becomes dutiful and well-difpofed Servants, and 
as fuch they are, and for ever purpofe to remain. | 
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and Corton Broad Ware Branch af | 
WEAVING, i and about theTown — 
of MANCHESTER; and for pre~ 
venting Lmpofitions in the faid Trade. 
a is Agreed) E 


ARTICLE I. 


HAT there fhall be Four general Meet- 
ings yearly; of the Prefidents and Stew- 


ards of each refpettive Box, (and Clerk 4 


if they think proper) at fuch Place in Manchefter, 
as is agreed upon ; viz. On the third Monday in 
March, the third Monday in Fune, the third 
Monday in September, and the third Monday in 
December, at ten 'o’Clock in the Forenoon. 


ART TD Cas Bes Te 


THAT a Box or Cheft be provided, with a — 


convenient Number: of Locks, alfo fuch Books 
as will be thought Neceflary, and. one of the 
Members fhall be chofen as Prefident, and fome 
Perfon that is qualified for a Clerk, and fuch 


Number of Stewards as may be thought conveni- | 


ent. 
AR TICES Hit. 


THAT for the Eafe of thofe Members whe 
dwell in the Country, there fhall be in every © 
Parifh, Togatte, or. other, large Diftrié, Boxes _ 

B2% fixed 
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fixed, at fome noted Place in the fame, and every 

Box to-have a Prefident, Clerk and. fuch number — 
of Stewards as may be thought convenient, with | 
Books, Papers and other Things neceflary. 


ARTICLE WV. 


_. ‘THAT the Members of each tefpeive Box, _ 
—fhall be fubjeé& to the Rules and Regulations, — 
of the principal Box at Manchefter, and by their 
Prefident and Stewards, receive Inftructions, and 
make fuch Returns, on the Days aforefaid, as 
~ may be thought Neceflary. 


AR Tl CL B iv 


_ THAT the Prefident, Stewards and Clerk of — 
the principal Box, and every other Box, ‘hall 
meet Monthly, at the Places appointed for the 
fame, not only to receive Contributions, (in order 
to profecute Offenders againft the Aé& of the sth — 
of Eliz.) but alfo communicate and inform the 
Socicty, of any Things neceflary to. be done, regu 
fated or redreffed. . | 3 


ARTICLE VLE 


THAT Franks fhall be made at Manchefter, 
and keptin the principal Box, and delivered to. o- 
_ ther Boxes as they may have occafion for, and 
each Journeyman fhali be ‘obliged to have a. 
Frank, or be accounted unfair ; paying for the 
fame Four-Pence. Each Frank to be numbered 
and regiftred. No Franks fhall be delivered but 
bac dmonchly Meetinse:! 70°9 <gg + hee 
eon ‘ ee aera 0) at gt 8 FS 
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THAT after the 16th of January, 1758, ne 
- Perfon fhall be admitted as a regular Member, 
* who has not ferved feven Years legally by Inden- 
ture, except the Children of Regular Members: _ 
brought up and inftructed by their Parents, and 
any of the Members of this Society, who thall 
have above Two Apprentices (exclufive of his 
own Children) at any one Time, (according to the 
above Act of the 1 sth of Eliz.) fhall be reckon- 
ed an unfair Member ; but the Children of Un- 
dertakers, tho’ they have not ferved by Indenture, 
yet they fhall receive a Fran® when they attain 
a proper Age, and if their Parents fhould happen 
to die before they be at the proper Age, fhall be 
free to receive a Frank, if the Prefident, Stew- 
ards, and fitting Members fhall find it Neceflary. 
QT iC hh vith 
THAT all Perfons who are willing to be 
_ Members of this Society muft enter their Names 
and be Subject to all the Rules and Regulations 
thereof, and alfo pay their Contributions on or 
before the 16th of April, 1758. or otherwife 
they will not be afterwards admitted, except up 
on fuch Terms as fhall be agreed upon. | 
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"THAT every Member guilty of Stealing or : 
Embezzling any part of his Work committed to — 
his Care and Truft, upon Proof within Forty — 
Days, fhall be reckoned an unfair Member and 
. mot ftood by. ARTICLE. 
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-_ 'THA'T every Member guilty of the Breach 
of any of the Rules, Regulations and Orders now. _ 


made, or which hereafter fhall be concluded up- " 


on, or who negleéts or refufes to pay their Con- 


tributions, fhall be reckoned an unfair Member. ~ 


CO BROT CLP ES a es 


THAT the Impofitions and Abufes offered 
by any Perfon whatfoever, upon any of the Re- 


gular Members hereof are to be redreffed'as foon — 


as poffible, and that the whole Society fhall ftrict- 
ly obferve fuch Orders, Regulations and Methods, | 


as may the fooneft and moft effe€tually procure 
a Redrefs. | | | 


ATL eit ee 


THAT every Undertaker, when Journeymen _ 
comes to Work with them, fhall demand a Frank, 
which they are to keep during the Time of their 


Working there; and when they leave that Shop, 


they fhall receive their Frank back, paying their 
Arrears (if any fuch there be) and making Satis- 
faction for any Damage in: their Work, if any _ 


fuch be committed ; any Undertaker refufing ta 


return the Frank, without fhewing a juft Caufe, 
fhall be reckoned an unfair Member: Undertak- - 
ers fhall not employ any Perfon without a Frank, 


Jonger than the firft monthly Meeting, on Penal- 
ty of paying five Shillings into the Box monthly. 


‘The Undertaker and Perfon employed fhall give _ 
one another one Week’s Notice at leaft, in order 
, Se he Re ret to 


PF arjoriiet for Cheha 4 or one ve Sling and Six 
Pence in Money ; and if either Party be abufed 
or impofed upon, no vaste to be cdi by the ‘ Ki. 
injured Perfon.* 


THAT at the sae monthly Mestaath of. 
other emergent Calls concerning the Trade, every 
Prefident, Stewards and Clerk,. thall be allowed 
Four-Pence to bear their Expences, and the Prefi- 
dent, Stewards, and other Affiftants being upon 
Trades Bufinefs one whole Day, fhall be allowed 
one Shilling for their Day’s Work, and Four-Pence _ 
to qetsey their Expences. __ ae 


“AR TICLE Xiv. 


THAT the Prefident and Stewards fhall ferve — 
their feveral Offices one Quarter of a Year, and 
fhall thereby be freed from ferving any of the faid 
Offices for the Space of one Year, except it is 
their own Choice, and by the Confent of the So- 
ciety; and any Pichon for Steward, after ne 

7 y 


* The Frank mentioned in this, and the Sixth ais. is the 
Weavers Arms, engraved.on a Copper Plate, with this Motto un- 
der, THI$ 18 TO CERTIFY THOSE IT MAY. CONCERN, That N. 
B. of in the County of LINEN | 
and Corton Broad-Ware Weaver, hath duly ferved an Ap- { 
prenticefhip of feven ou in the fame Bufinefs, with N. B. 
Given at this Day of 1758. Anditisnotonly — 
to fhow that they have ferved a a tial Apprenticefhip, but toindem- 
nify all Perfons, they may go to Work with, from any Debts they 
may contract while with them, for theyare to lodge i itwiththemasfoon ~ 
as they go to Work, aad are not to receive it back until they have — | 
paid all their Arrears, And no Perfon is to fhop a Journeyman 
without his Frank, on Penalty of paying Five Shillings, as this Ar- 
ticle directs. 
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duly chofen, refufes to ferve their relpective OF © 
~ fices, fhall forfeit two Shillings and Six-Pence to _ 
- the Box; and fuch Affiftants as may be called up- 
on refufing to obey, and they being able and in — 
Health fo to do, fhall forfeit one Shilling, and — 
Four-Pence to the Box. Mar Ne 
TAR OT TOE B.. XV. conte 
"THAT every Undertaker’s Child or Children, — 

‘as foon as fet down to Work at the faid Branch of 

Trade thall be regiftered in their refpective Box 

they belong to, in one Month after they are fet 

down; and that every Member of this Society fhall 

~ be'free to Inftrué his Wife in the faid Branch. - 
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AREICL ES es 
"Fo Be obferved by the Society of Linen o 
and Gorron Broad-Ware Weavers, a 


when. met. 


GENTLEMEN, | E 


: I hope will not only be beneficial to this Society, but a — 

- 4A Jafting Honour to the whole Trade. Before I produce — 
them, It will be neceffary to inform you, that before every Ar- 
ticle, I have thought proper to give you my Arguments for the 
Ule of fach Article; and after all of them, I have anfwered all 
fuch Objections as at that Time occurr’d tomy Mind, and that 
with any fhew of Reafon may be made to fuch Article. This, © 
I thought, would be the belt Method, both to obviate a fuper- 
-fiuity of Arguments, and that your Time might not be trifled _ 
swith, and fhgll beg your Patience while I produce them. And, _ 


A T your Requeft, I have drawn up a few Articles, fuchas 


Firft, I believe there is not in the known World, any Coms 
munity,.or-Society of People, whether in a publick or private: 
Station, but its Members are governed by fuch Laws as are beft _ 
adapted to fuit the Intereft and Conftitution of fuch People. — 
And agreeable to this received Maxim of all Mankind, there is — 
ho particular Affembly or Society, whether polite or mechani< — 
cal, but what have enacted fuch Laws or Articles, upon the juft 
Obfervation of which, depend all their Welfare and Happinefs, — 
And in order that their Laws might be duly obferved, and juftly 

“put in Execution, it hath been the Wifdom and Policy of all 
fuch Societies as above, to elect or chulfe one or more in whom 
they might confide, to fee that Juftice was adminiftered to all, 


wt 


ang 


ie RED ECL Ol te a 

_ That a Choir-Mon, or Prefident be chofe by the major 
Part of this Society, who fhall Jerve fach Office for three 
Months. During all which Time, be feall ate all fuch 


_- Queftions as are to be debated, and fhall hear and’ regulate 
|. ali Cafes that may happen to come before this Society, and 


= 


when regularly gone through, be hall then call a Poh, which — 


the Clerk Joall caft up, and make bis Report to bim. And 


aiy one that foall affront or moleft him in. bis Office, foal! 


be expelled the Society for two Months, or longer, if the 
Majority think fit. 


Oljection. "To this Article, it may perhaps be obected, That 
it is invefting one Man with too much Authority; to which § 
aniwer: That his Authority only has regard to this prefent So- 
ciety; for with refpect to the Trade, he hath not fo muchas. 
another, having no Vote whilft in his office, but only to fee 
that Order and Regularity be kept amongft the Members. And — 
the Utility of fuch an Office, I have not only above fhewn, but 
the common Prattice of all Mankind juftifes it; even a petty 


Jury has a Foreman; and without it, all woald be Anarchy 
and Confufion. Hay | ne 


Secondly, In order that Decency, Regularity, and Concord : 
may be oblerved in all Affairs that may happen to come before 
this Society, and that all their Debates may be carried on with 


that Decency, Rule, and Order, that hath hitherto been want- 


ing; and without which, all will, as it hath been, and always — 
will be, nothing but Hurry, Buftle, and Confufion; and nothing ~ 
done to the Satifaétion either of the Society themfelves, or to / 


_ . the Perfons concerned with them: To avoid which, let it be 
f ordered by . I : ‘ hig 


e* on 


ena Te tee 


_ That if any particular Townfbip, Diftrif, or Divifien » 
Foti é . ) 4. ; oy Ces Me ea hd haw ~ 


have palfed into dn\ Article, the fame foall be delivered t 
Writing, which the Clerk foal! read; and 1# foall then be 


debated in the following Manner, viz. He that delivers it, 
foall fand up and {peak firft in Defence of it; and when be 
bath done, if any hath a Mind to fecond, or oppofe him, h 
feall in like Manner fiand up, but not *till the other is fet 
-down. And no ane foall offer to contradi& any one while 
they are peaking, but all fall keep their Seats and Silence ; 
and all Difcourfes fhall be diretied to the. Chair-Man- 


Objeétion. To this Article it perhaps may be objefted, That 
there is too much Formality obferved in it; butletit be ob- © 
ferved, the want of Formailty, and doing Things with fome 
Kind of Regularity, is at prefent our greateft Mistortune, and | 

.in Timemay prove. the Ruin of this Scsiety; for without Form 

_and:Order-no Society can long fubfift. And I humbly conceive, 
there is nothing of Superfluity. in this laft-mentioned Article; 

‘for as to delivering Complaints in Writing, .if any one thinks) 

‘it not worth his While to do it, how muft your Time be trifled . 

' . with in debating on Things which the-Complainant. did not 
think worthy writing down. ghia 

_ . Thirdly, To avoid a Multiplicity of Laws, which,always in- 
volves.a Community or Society: into the utmoft Perplexity,and 

but too often is its Deftruction, let it be ordered by \ 


» 


- 
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That at the Election of every Chair-man, the Clerk hail 
read over all the old Articles that any Ways regard the 
Frade, as likewife thefe prefent Articles, and. all. ball keep. 
aprofound Silence, while in reading, upon pain of being 
‘cenfured by the Chair-man. And before every Article, be 
joall mention the Time.whew it was made, and the. Subject 
at treats upon. | | a 


Objeétion. As{ cannot fee where any Objeétion can lie againft 

» this. Article,.I-fhall only beg Leave to obferve, That: by :hus 
regularly reading over our old Articles, they will not only- be 

- better underftood, and inculcated in the Minds of thofe that are 
rab thai C 2. a con- 


heabals DaBs ata Wah 
5 is always | 
Article ha 


of Law jon of a Society, befides when a — 
, Law or. - aid Equity fo its Bafis, as I be- — 
lieve moft, if not all our old Articles have, they cannot be made. — 
F  f00 publick, or too well known, efpecially when we confider,. ’ 
-_. that the Inter ft: of fome hundreds of People in this Town are 
concerned in them ; and again, by letting our old Articles lie 
thus dormant, they at laft become obliterated and quite forgot, 
_. and new ones are irt oduced in their ftead, which fall infinites 


. | yy fhort of the former. 


a Fourthly, That all Animofity, Intemperance, and Profanenels 
may be banifhed this Society, let it be ordered by 


Be hearse AMR Leb TVs 


| Chat if any one foall come into this Society drunk, or 
“diferderly, or fhail curfe or fwear, or offer to lay Wagers 
‘ qvith any of its Members, he shall for every fuch Offence 
| fland the Cenfure of the Chair-man, or be expelled the So- 
ciety for two Months, or longer, if the Chair-man think, 
vpropere | t hyett gig 


Objeétion. As no Objection can be made againft this Ar-. 

‘ticle, the Utility of it will beft appear, if we confider, That. 

-* Jntemperance, Animifity, and. Profanenefs are the Peft and 
- Vermin that gnaw out the very Vitals of all Society; but 
| 


a Oe ee > or = 
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Love and Unanimity are like the Spring and firft Movers in 4 
well regulated Piece of Machinery, and like them when broke, 
all goes to Ruin and D-ftru@tion ; therefore I hope no one 
will be againft this Article. | Bechet 


Fifthly,. And that Decency, Order, and good Manners may 

preferved, andfome Kind of Refpeét paid to this Society, not 

only by its Members, but by all thofe who may have occafion 
~~ to tranfa& any Bufinefg with it, let it be ordered by : 


RD OE: Ve 
 Lhat each Member of this Soctety, as foun as be comes 


-ynto the Club-Room, eal take bis Seat in the following 
Ree eee Te ean 3 Manner 


th 


e fec 


L 


ab e fecond, afier bim the ' 
1 feated , but no one joall 


fo on “till they are a 
with bis Hat on. 

} Objestion. ir ho’ this Article may iene have fome sie 

- of Novelty in its yet 1 hope no. reafonable ObjeGtion can be 


to it or its Defendants. J fay, when we view in this Light, 


- differently on all Subjects,—I hope no Exceptiofi wi'l be took 
at my Freedom of Speech, for I have no Intention to affront 
any one; befides this Decency and Regularity I am fpeaking 
of, tho’ a Thing of Indifferency in itfelf, (for an Alderman’s 
Robe, a Fudge’s Ermine, anda Bifbop’s Mitre, are no Effentials 


to their Authority) yet the like of this will caufe a Reverence 


in the Beholder: And it will likewife be the only Means ta. 
caufe it to be refpected by its own Members; and white they 


- its Enemies. 


Sixthly, As it is found neceflary to have a Door-keeper and 


Cafh-keeper for the Night, as likewife one to call for Liquor. 


and colleét the Shot; for the fake of quicker Difpatch, let it 
be ordered by * 


ARTEOLEINE ae 


That the Chair-man fhall for every Night nominate al 
Cafh-keeper, and one to call for all the Liquor, and col-| 


leit the Shot. The Door-keeper foall always be him that 
comes laft in, with a Key, except the Chair-inan shall think 
_ gther wife. tr | | 


_ made to it, For if we.confider this Society, not as a Com-_ 

any of Men met to regale themfelves with Ale and Tobacco, 
and talk indifferently on all Subjects; but rather as a Society , 
fitting to protect the Rights and Privileges of a Trade by i 
which fome thoufands of People (I might fay Families) fab- 
fift; and that no Violence or Encroachments be offered ‘either | 


5 


¢ 
5 
‘and fare I am it deferves it, how aukward does it look to: fee 
its Members jumbled promifcuoufly one amonoft another? — 
fome with their Hats on, and fome with them off, talking in-— 


t 


2 
i 
bu 


do not pay a Regard to the Orders of their own Society, | 
they muft expeét nothing but Ridicule and Burlefque from 
; : 


a 


(9) y to imagin cy 


vant 


h greateft Benefit to this Saciety (and confequently to. the 


hoke Trade) of any Thing that hath been done for it im: my 
Ime,. a el aks Lane tA TAP S 


ObjeEtion. But T anr now aware of 2 grand’ ObjeGion: that. 


“may ‘poffibly be made to the whole, and that is, That it will. 


_ be atting too much againfk Common Law, to which. anfwer,. 


» That we have hitherto been ating more fo, than we fhall,. 
- when once Unity, Order, and Decency is eftablifhed amongtt. 


-us. For when Gentlemen and: Magiftrates of the Law fee a. | 


- 'Trades-Saciety acting upon Principles of Juftice, and ordering 
all their Affairs by the ftricteft. Rules of Decency, they will 
rather revere than puni(h fuchse Society. On the other Hand, 
when a Company of Men are colleéted together at Random, 
-making Articles, without knowing. why, or ever confidering 
‘the Confeqffences that may enfue from them; and as ready to 
break through all others, for any little Miftake or Prejudice. 
- that may be conceived either againft: them, or any one con- 
cerned in them ; dealing out Threats without Reafoa, and. 


difcourfing without Order: Well may they then be leoked 


upon. as Rivte's in the ftri@teft Senfe; and it gives Reafon. 
_ fufficient to Men of Learning and’ Credit,. to decline joining 
~fuch a Society. But if it be once eftablifhed upon. an ho- 
 pourable Foundation, and hath fu/tce for its: Batis, aad Ho- 
nour and Concord for allits A€tions; then-will thofe Men (who 
_ before thought it a Scandal to be amongft them) think it an. 
_ Honour to be elected one of its Members. 
Give me leave, Gentlemen, before I conclude, to recom- 
| mend to you onee.more, Unity, Concord, and brotherly Love; 
and think nothing too difficult to be done, that tends %0 pro- 
_ mote Juftice, Regularity, and Order. Let‘it be remembered, 
_ that one of the moft honourable of Societies, and a great many 
 worfhipful Companies, now held by Charter in this Nation, had 
| once no better a Beginning, and aéted as much contrary to 
_ Law as this.—In fhort, I know nothing too hard for Men to 


tion and Courage to perfift. But if we fhou'd here fall fhost, 
' and let drop what hath already been done, (which I am afraid 


the Enemies to our Trade would then, like Water iong pent 


© Fary. 


lly confident; that thefe, or fome ‘thing like them, will - 


' do, who guide all their Actions by Reafon, and have Refolu- | 


_ is but tuo likely, without preferved by fuch Articles as above) 
/ up, whofe Banks are broke down, ruth eut with ‘the greater 


To 


ey) i. Agee 


nora i in View Gi. begosd. ofa Trade, by’ h 
(and for ought I know my Pofterity: after me) muft : et 
Pi oe aungeee ‘But, if af tain i fall conter cgehiine 


eRe y 
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trying, condemning, and punifhing two Prifoners in the Court of Inqui+ 
fition, and a faithful Narrative of his Efcape om thence : written by 


» TheMERRY. GOMPANION, Being a curious Collection of 
umorous Jefts, ce fant Tales, keen Repartees, funny Jokes, comicak 


Kind, feveral of which never appeared in Print before. 
~ Britain's REMEMBRANCER. Being fome. Thoughts on the proper 
Tmorovemient of the prefent Junéture. The CharaGer of this Age and 
Pi don.—A brief View from Hiftory, of the Effects of the Vices which 
( fo v prevail in Britain, upon the greateft Empires and States of former 
_ Times.—Remarkable Deliverances this Nation has had in the moft im- 
_ maiaent Dangers ; with fuitable Reflections. —Some Hints, fhewing what 
" fs in the Power of the feveral Ranks of People; and of every Individual 
‘in Britain, to dovowardfecuring the State froma all its Enemies. In 4fo. 
The feventh Edition. Price Sixpence. » 
 - This was the laft Book that the late Bryan Blundell, E/g; publijbed — 
fer the Benefit of the Blue-Coat Hofpital. me 
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